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Why Transporting Firearms May Be The Best 
Way To Safeguard Your Tech When You Fly 
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(mostly uniform, specifics can vary by airline... but no one can abridge your rights) 



(do i really have to tell you that?) 

non-TSA lock 

(no one else gets the key or combo) 
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(ill assume you'll use larger luggage to leverage the law to your advantage) 



(how it's packed, how much you can carry, same luggage or separately) 



(unless you are present) 
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(27 CFR 478.31 - Delivery by Common or Contract Carrier, 18 USC Section 922e) 
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(better to be asked five times to open them than to send them away unsecured) 



I T I 



(that's US federal law, other nations have own standards) 



Federal law states: "No common or contract carrier shall require or cause any label, tag, or 
other written notice to be placed on the outside of any package, luggage, or other container 
that such package, luggage, or other container contains a firearm." 18 USC Section 922(e) 
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Why do I have to remove 
my laptop from its bag? 

To ensure the electronics 
haven't been tampered with. 

But wouldn't such a laptop 
look exactly normal to you 
untrained monkeys < 

Shut up. 
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know the rules, show the rules 

(legal citation sheet on deviating.net) 
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(legal citation sheet on deviating.net) 



Packing & the Friendly Skies 

Deviant Ollam 



CT.nnr-irA 



I 






Ah u:i|uircil b\ ilk- EHi'viyimK m I'.-m r ' ■■' linn S51.<^na jinkMhVM K Seals L^5, di I ( l?t I hm]^ Li-riihnihal Lin." LiiJjeiil iiilm 

rf— k. ?i i 1 1 ■ p. l "■ ■ aj nar I 



hv itic 



*\lf.iMnjp Apcix'* 



hi ClU K 



1 * 

2 



lltC 



uftftj itlnwil i in 



T^S IJ ik-l^llULICI MllL> ■ i II I L Jll Jfft-H . 

-£-//? ... /a/f 



1 1 •. : l I ■':-. 



t?ur,u;iii[ Ui the provisitHi uf; 



■ 

I k .ii.ivej|iIi •: I i *i| vMhKlnisi<m Hhi Ffcnnl Code Sixiiim S .*■■ |>-ii.uTj|jli {M ufsiihdmMOiii ih\ at Bciul Ci*k L fk-tfiun ItW: ftjn.tl fode 
Section 849.5: ;imJ l J -cna1 CftlcJu.-.. Hum Sil.h: [miuiu** imIhui ut *hul« .fpiviir nm ilv nsvdfw uf JJ|[y ^i[irk3k\ 

OlTira- n * Full .%-icik AZ~~ *^^T r^-TT rAIU Tick- /?T\ Unil jfr^ff* 






gi» ft? f 



i«.ir 



' H» ri . + . j i.j I M ■■ I- - I K.i ■ Aauh jJIiIp rul . ,* t r- K - ■■"- 



srn"« i ^ 1 1\- ■"^■ , 



^ 



Packing & the Friendly Skies 

Deviant Ollam 



insurance coverage can vary 



not just 



firearms 



si 



Packing & the Friendly Skies 

Deviant Ollam 



I 



I 



• ' 



1 



,'«>»» 



V*"' 1 



^ 



1 if 



the law specifies "firearms" which, by definition, expel a projectile by means of a combustible 
propellant... but essentially, they want to avoid screeners or automated x-ray equipment 
seeing anything that looks like a firearm when they weren't expecting to encounter it 

http://deviating.net/firearms/packing/#flare 
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http://deviating.net/firearms/packing/report.html 
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UNITED 



Grade: B / B+ 



Grade: B- 

While Delta is not openly hostile to gun owners some of their policies are clearly designed simply to generate revenue. While 
they explicitly state that a case may contain a total of four long guns, in subsequent sentences they specify that anything more 
than two rifles or two shotguns will result in an extra baggage fee. While Delta does not mandate "original manufacturer 
packaging" for ammo like some airlines, their policies are still restrictive enough that a holstered magazine is not allowed. 



United Airlines 

as specified on their web site ... 

Firearms in checked baggage must be packed in a locked hard-sided bag or gun case. 

Ammunition is allowed in checked luggage in the original manufacturer's box or securely packed in a fiber, 

nt movement of cartridges. 



uiasiMiiitaiOiii 



rajjjwji] 



characters on luggage tags) but these accounts are conflicting and all unsubstantiated. One that that is for certain, however, 
is that the company speaks out publicly against the arming of airline pilots. 



Grade: B or B+ 

United is flexible about how guns and ammo can be packed, as long as it's secure. They appear to even be accepting of the 
use of loaded clips to secure ammo... since they specify "no movement" of cartridges as opposed to "separation" of the 
rounds. Pending confirmation that the row of "F" characters is a rumor (I personally have never seen this) i'd rate them in B 
range. If the story of that outside marking is true, even in some instances, then i'd switch United to a B- or C+ even. 



US Airways 



as specified on their web site, 



US AIRWAYS 



Grade: A+ 



Firearms must be packed in a manufacturer's hard-sided container specifically designed for the firearm, a 
locked hard-sided gun case, or a locked hard-sided piece of luggage. 
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I don't like relying on Firearms as a way to skirt 200&-06-07 
tisuti off big weighs but we had 36 much danw ^ ^ ^ -fc 
gear going to SfrakaCon that it lure helped- 
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Heading down to SummerGon was a snap, and i got 2009-06-05 
lo give out a TTS business card to ont airman who ^ -ft ^ ^ 
was getlfng a firearm-bearing bag screened next to 
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United Airlines finally admits to me in no uncertain 2009^0d~2S 
ternw that Jhey do mike special entries onto their -^ ^- ^ ^ 
cornputor nx b*gs containing pneermsi 
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A great trip. One potential Fncident Fixed right away 2009~Od~22 
by j good supervisor, A scary Easson iboul claming ^ ^ ^ ^ 
baeji qu^kl?, too. 



--> LGB 



i;S a i itWxWS 



LAX-->DFW-->PHL 

2D09-D5-25 

*••• 



Artwriur/. ■ ■ : : 



CM. PHL --> HOJ 
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worse, almost no aspect of this trip was wJhout •£ -^ -fr ^ 
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De v i ant 1 lam phl -> df w --: 



Smooth sailing to and from Te^as, despite travel on 200Q-03-22 
earners not recognized for outstanding policies, -^ ^ ^ ^- 
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Account of Flying with Firearms 



Deviant 01 lam 

United Airlines fin-ally -admits to rne in no uncertain terms that they do mak 

their computer for begs containing firearms. 



e special entries into 



PHL --> CMH -> ORD -> CID 

2009-05-28 



CID --> ORD -> PHL 

2009-05-01 



US AIRWAYS 
• ••* 



UNITED 

• ••• 



Luggage & Gear 

As always, i was traveling with three of the army surplus steel mortar cases that are my customary luggage. After major error by the TSA 



liEwiTJ trail 



Padlocks which are uncuttable as well as wholly un-pickable. On this trip to meet with TOOOL associates in Iowa i had one Beretta Model 
92 pistol. 

Outbound Travel • -*-•* 

I arrived particularly early for my morning flight out of PHL. Even at 06 :30, the airport was bustling and staff were present everywhere to 
handle check-ins. Niruh and Kyrah (in many instances, i do my best phonetic spelling of names told to me verbally... this is such an 
instance) checked me in. I was not asked to open and show the unloaded status of my pistol. Kyrah insisted that there is no special entry in 
the USAir baggage tracking system for firearm-bearing luggage. As usual, after the basic check- in we proceeded down to counter number 
19 where the oversize baggage belt is located. My hard case was sent (locked) back to the TSA while Niruh waited with me. I heard the 
word "firearm" called out in some discussions as they found a screener to perform an immediate x-ray run. All things were clear. I have 
never had an issue checking in at this airport with this carrier, but one is given to wonder what policy they have in place if a firearm bag 
alerts in some way... where does secondary screening take place? 

Homebound Travel •*•• 
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bit unfamiliar (though by no means difficult) with matters of firearms. In response to an inquiry of "which of [my] bags contain firearms" (I 
was rnrninn hnme with Inrknirkinn Rnuinrnent from Tnwa inside an additinnal niere nf h jnnane that T didn't have with me hefhre^ T asked 
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Firearm Air Travel Questionnaire 



ve you traveled by air with firearms? We would love to hear, in detail^ how it went For you. IF you'd like to tell us about it., please just send an email to deviant [3t 
et* and we're more than happy to publish your account here. All we ask is that you Follow the Format of this questionnaire when summarising the detail 



address obFuscated to prevent spam. PGP key on major keyservers if you wish to secure your tra 



ackground Details 



1. Your Name - We can accept nicknames, initials, or just your first name if you'd like to remain a bit private. 



2. Your Itinerary - This is your booked route and planned travel dates, whether a simple round-trip or some other 
' in of stops. Mention of delays or re-routings can be done later when discussing specific legs of your journey. 
Airport codes are more helpful than city names (and are more respectful of your privacy... we only care about air 
travel, not where you spent the 4th of July or which family you visited for Thanksgiving.) Please feel free to specify any 
scheduled layovers, despite the fact that these typically do not affect firearm-related travel. 



3. Your Airline(s) - On which carrier(s) was your flight booked? Please feel free to mention any reasons why you 
chose these airlines, as well as any partnering or "dual-carrier" flights that happened (that is so common these days, 
we understand it's difficult to keep track) 



4. Luggage and Locks - What brand (or what style) of luggage did you use when flying with firearms? How were 
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utbound Departure Experience 



5. Airline Check-In Staff - From the time you stepped from your , 
to the moment you received your boarding pass, how were you treated? How did the airline staff (both ticketing agents 
as well as any additional people like baggage staffers) react when you declared your firearms? Did they seem 
accustomed to this? Did they follow all the rules? Of particular interest to us... 



i. Locked Bags 

Did they infi 
supervisor, etc? 



- Did the check- in staff make any criticisms of your desire to lock your checked bag(s)- 
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Deports; 1:10pm 
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• Booking class and fare ksuel 
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Secure-It* 
Handgun 
Storage Safe. 

Keep your revolver or full-size semiauto 
handgun close by, but still out of harm's way. 

The Securc-If ' Storage Safe holds on with its 
1 ,500-lb. test security cable and locks with a 
3-digit combo lock. Meets TS A airline firearm 
guidelines. • Fits J and K-frame revolvers (up 
to 4" barrel) and full-size semiauto handguns, 
including 1911s • Heavy-duty 21 -gauge steel 
construction • Attaches with security cable 
• 1" thick memory-fitting foam • Fast 3-tumbler 
lock. 9/2x6M%"h,, 2 lbs. Order today! 



KX9X-152416 - Secure-It® 
Handgun Storage Safe 

(Buyer's Club $31 AT) 
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Secure-It 9 

Handgun 

Storage Safe. ^ 

Keep your revolver or full-size semiauto 
handgun close by, but still out of harm's way. 

The Secure-Ic w Storage Safe holds on with its 
1 ,500-lb. test security cable and locks with a 
3-digit combo lock. Meets TS A airline firearm 
guidelines. • Fits J and K-franie revolvers (up 
to 4" barrel) and full-size semiauto handguns, 
including 1911s c Heavy-duty 21 -gauge steel 
construction * Attaches with security cable 
♦ 1 " thick memory-fitting foam Fast 3-tumbler 
lock. 9/*6/:xl-X;K 2 lbs. Order today! 

KX9X-152416 Secure-It® $ 3kA® 

Handgun Storage Sate, 

(Buyer's Club $31 .47} 
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Secure-It 9 

Handgun 

Storage Safe. ^ 

Keep your revolver or full-size semiauto 
handgun close by, but still out of harm's way. 

The Secure-Ic w Storage Safe holds on with its 
1 ,500-lb. test security cable and locks with a 
3-digit combo lock. Meets TS A airline firearm 
guidelines. • Fits J and K-frame revolvers (up 
to 4" barrel) and full-size semiauto handguns, 
including 1911s c Heavy-duty 21 -gauge steel 
construction * Attaches with security cable 
♦ 1" thick memory-fitting foam • Fast 3-tumbIer 
lock. 97*6/* Wh., 2 lbs. Order today! 

KX9X-152416 Secure-It® $ 3kA® 

Handgun Storage Sate, 

(Buyer's Club $31 .47} 
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81 mm mortar round case 



http://store.colemans.com/cart/ammo-can-81-mm-p-225.html 



heavy hinged hasp 



/ 



hardware stores anywhere 



bolts. J-B Weld / Loctite 



hardware stores anywhere 
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